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US Congress Proposes the Access to Button Cell Batteries Act 2010 

On September 29, 2010, the US Congress proposed a bill of "Access to Button Cell Batteries 

Act of 2010". The Act aims to protect children against hazards associated with swallowing 

button cell batteries.  

The Challenge: 

According to the bill, the CPSC shall promulgate a final consumer product safety standard 

that requires button cell battery compartments of battery-operated or assisted consumer 

electronic products be secured, to greatest extent practicable, in a manner that reduces 

access to button cell batteries by children that are 3 years of age or younger. 

Definitions: 

1. Battery-operated or assisted consumer electronic product 

The term means a remote control, clock, musical greeting card, automobile key, 

flashlight, or other consumer product powered in whole or in part by a button cell 

battery that is designed, manufactured, and sold primarily for use by consumers in or 

around their homes or motor vehicles. 

2. Button cell battery 

 A lithium cell battery that is 32 millimeters or less in diameter; or 

 Any other battery of that size, regardless of the technology used to produce an 

electrical charge, as determined by the Consumer Product Commission. 

3. Consumer product  

The term means any article, or compartment part thereof, produced or distributed for 

sale to consumer for use in or around a permanent or temporary household or 

residence, a school, in recreation, or otherwise; for the personal use, consumption or 

enjoyment of a consumer in or around a permanent or temporary household or 

residence a school, in recreation or otherwise. 

The Solution: 

Intertek is a leading non-governmental independent third-party laboratory qualified to perform 

an extensive range of product safety tests and to issue internationally recognized reports. 

Our global network caters to every part of the world and provides convenience no matter 

where you are.  

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Alicia Lam at Tel: (852) 

2173-8618 / Mr. Elvis Chan at Tel: (852) 2173-8617 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: 

intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com 
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Disclaimer 
Intertek made all reasonable efforts 
to ensure the accuracy of the 
information.  However, the 
information provided should not be 
relied upon as legal advice or 
regarded as a substitute for legal 
advice.  The reader should exercise 
his own care and judgment before 
relying on this information in any 
important matter. 
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