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The Governor of Massachusetts signed to approve the bill (House No. 4369) into law on 
August 9, 2010. It is the second state (the first is Illinois, please refer to our previous Sparkle 
Vol.516) in the US to prohibit the sale or distribution of novelty lighters. 

The Challenge: 

According to the law, anyone who manufactures, offers for sale, sells, exchanges, gives 
away, stores or transports any novelty lighter shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
USD500 and not more than USD1,000 or by imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or both. 

For the purposes of the bill: 

“Novelty lighter” means a mechanical or electrical device manufactured for the purpose of 
producing a flame to light cigarettes, cigars or pipes and which, due to the physical or audio 
features of the device, excluding its capability of producing a flame, would reasonably be 
expected to cause the lighter to be appealing or attractive to a child under the age of 10 
including, but not limited to, lighters that resemble a cartoon character, toy, gun, watch, 
musical instrument, vehicle, animal, beverage, sporting equipment or that is capable of 
playing musical notes or displaying flashing lights. 

However, it does not include any of the following: 

� A novelty lighter manufactured before January 1, 1980 and which is considered a 
collectible item within the collectible trade; 

� A disposable or refillable lighter with a logo, label, decal or artwork printed thereon or on 
heat shrinkable sleeves attached thereto but which does not otherwise resemble a 
novelty lighter; 

� The interstate transportation of a novelty lighter if not intended for sale or use in the 
commonwealth or to the temporary storage of a novelty lighter while in interstate 
commerce. 

The Solution: 

Intertek is a leading accredited independent laboratory qualified to perform an extensive 
range of product safety tests and issue internationally recognized reports. At Intertek, we go 
where our clients require us to go and utilize our vast resources and expertise in ensuring 
that their needs are fulfilled. 

Should you have any queries on the above news, please contact Ms. Yandy Pak at Tel: (852) 
2173-8644 / Mr. Kelvin Leung at Tel: (852) 2173-8764/ Fax to (852) 2785-8570/ 
Email:Intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com 
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Disclaimer 
Intertek made all reasonable efforts 
to ensure the accuracy of the 
information.  However, the 
information provided should not be 
relied upon as legal advice or 
regarded as a substitute for legal 
advice.  The reader should exercise 
his own care and judgment before 
relying on this information in any 
important matter. 
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