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United States Standards Update on Cribs 

On 23 July, 2010, CPSC issued new rules for consumer product safety standard in response 
to promulgate safety regulation of full-size and non-full-size cribs. The proposed standard 
would become effective 6 months after publication of a final rule. 

The proposed crib standard will apply to anyone who manufactures, distributes or contracts 
to sell a crib; to child care facilities and others holding themselves out to be knowledgeable 
about cribs; to anyone who leases, sublets or otherwise places a crib in the stream of 
commerce; and to owners and operators of places of public accommodation affecting 
commerce. 

The Challenge: 

Full-Size Crib Standard  

The Commission proposed one modification to ASTM F 1169-10, which would require cribs 
to be tested without the re-tightening of screws between tests in order to ensure that the tests 
reflect the lifetime use of crib. 

Non-Full- Size Crib Standard  

The Commission proposed four modifications and two editorial changes to ASTM F 406–10.  

1. Mattress support system cyclic impact test 

Replacing the mattress support performance requirement in ASTM F 406–10 with the test 
requirement developed by Health Canada that is in the full-size crib standard, ASTM F 1169–
10. This change is needed to address mattress support hardware and related structural 
integrity hazards. 

2. Crib side tests 

Changing the side impact test in the non-full-size crib standard to make it identical to the 
requirements in ASTM F 1169–10. This includes increasing the weight and number of cycles 
for the impact testing, and adding the spindle/slat torque test which involves twisting each 
slat after the side rail impact test to determine whether the side rail impact test has weakened 
the spindle/slat-to-rail joints which could create an entrapment hazard.  

3. Movable side latch tests 

Restoring the requirement of movable side latch tests. 

4. Order of structural tests 

Specify the testing order for non- full-size cribs. 
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5. Editorial change to limit standard to non-full-size cribs 

Limit the standard just covers the non-full-size cribs only, removing provisions that apply to 
play yards and mesh/fabric sided products. 

6. Editorial change to place recordkeeping provision in general requirements 

Placing the recordkeeping provision from non-mandatory appendix of ASTM F 406– 10 into 
the general requirements section of the standard. 

Further Information: 

Under CPSC and ASTM standards, a crib is defined as a bed designed to provide sleeping 
accommodations for an infant. Full-size cribs have specific interior dimensions (28 ± 5⁄8 
inches (71 ± 1.6 centimeters) in width by 52 3⁄8± 5⁄8 inches (133 ± 1.6 centimeters) in 
length). While non-full-size cribs are either smaller or larger than full-size cribs. The category 
of non-full-size cribs includes oversized, specialty, undersized and portable cribs, but does 
not include any product with mesh/net/screen siding, non-rigidly constructed cribs, cradles, 
car beds, baby baskets, or bassinets. 

US Congress Proposes to Ban Drop-side Crib in US Ma rket  

Apart from the CPSC proposed standard on crib, the US Congress has proposed two bills 
(HR 5386 & S.3400) to ban the sale, manufacture, distribution, and use in public facilities of 
drop-side cribs in the United States. 

According to the bills, every covered product shall be treated as a banned hazardous product 
pursuant to a rule promulgated under section 8 of the Consumer Product Safety Act 
beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act. 

For the purposes of these bills: 

“Covered product”  means any drop-side crib that is sold, offered for sale, manufactured for 
sale, distributed in commerce, used in public facilities such as hotels or day care centers, or 
imported into the United States on or after the date of the enactment of this Act.  

‘‘Drop-side crib’’  means any infant crib that has at least 1 side that moves up and down. It 
does not include a drop-gate crib or any other crib that has immovable sides with a portion of 
1 side capable of being folded down. 

 

The Solution: 

Intertek offers juvenile product testing services according to different standards of more than 
30 countries covering over 10 categories of products including cribs, cradles, bassinets, 
carriages, toddler beds, walkers, high chairs, gates, enclosures, rocking chairs, etc. Intertek 
has also obtained accreditation from JPMA (U.S. Juvenile Products Manufacturers 
Association, Inc.) to carry out JPMA certification. 

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Christine YC Ng at Tel: 
(852) 2173-8406 / Mr. Michael Chan at Tel: (852) 2173-8639 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / 
Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com 
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