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German Formaldehyde Testing for Wooden Products

Formaldehyde is a colorless, flammable gas that has a distinct, pungent smell. It is an important chemical 
used widely by industry to manufacture building materials and numerous household products. It is also a 
by-product of combustion and certain other natural processes. 

The most significant sources of formaldehyde are likely to be pressed wood products made using 
adhesives that contain urea-formaldehyde (UF) resins. Pressed wood products made for indoor use 
include: particleboard (used as sub-flooring and shelving and in cabinetry and furniture); hardwood 
plywood paneling (used for decorative wall covering and used in cabinets and furniture); and medium 
density fiberboard (used for drawer fronts, cabinets, and furniture tops). 

The Solution:

Testing method EN717–1 is employed to determine the concentration of formaldehyde. Intertek, a leading 
independent third-party laboratory, is adequately equipped with multiple test chambers to offer solutions 
on formaldehyde testing.  

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Yandy Pak at Tel: (852) 2173-8644 / 
Mr. Michael Chan at Tel: (852) 2173-8639 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com

The Challenge:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) has classified formaldehyde as a probable human 
carcinogen. The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has also determined that there is 
"sufficient evidence" that occupational exposure to formaldehyde causes nasopharyngeal cancer in 
humans.

The Prohibition of Chemicals Ordinance – ChemVerbotsV in Germany prohibited coated and uncoated 
derived timber products (particle board, wood core plywood, veneered board and fiberboard) placed on 
the market if the equilibrium concentration of formaldehyde resulting from the derived timber products in 
the air of a test chamber exceeds 0.1 ml/m3.
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Disclaimer 
Intertek made all reasonable efforts to ensure the accuracy of the information.  However, the information provided should not be relied upon as legal 
advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice. The reader should exercise his own care and judgment before relying on this information in any 
important matter. 
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