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Canada Declares Certain Chemicals used in Cosmetics Toxic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Minister of the Environment, together with the Minister of Health, announced on Jan 30th, 2009 the 
publication of final conclusions and initial risk management approaches for Batch 2 substances in the
Chemicals Management Plan. Of the 16 substances assessed in Batch 2, five were found to be of concern
to human health (Thiourea, Pigment Yellow 34, Pigment Red 104, Isoprene and Epichlorohydrin) and three
to the environment (Siloxanes D4 and D5, and 2,4,6-tri-tert-butylphenol or TTBP). 

Siloxanes are also present in therapeutic products such as medicated shampoo and sunscreen.
Consumers can continue to use these products as directed, and these uses are not targeted for further
action. The final assessment concludes that D6 is currently not of concern to the environment. D6 does not
react in the environment the same way as D4 and D5. 

Siloxanes  D4, D5 and D6 are ingredients that can be found in most personal care products on the
Canadian market. They are also used in many other applications such as textiles, paints and coatings,
antiperspirants, sealants, lubricants, plastics, non-medical ingredients in pharmaceuticals, silicone 
polymers, food additives, surface treatments for wounds, and medical devices. Siloxanes D4 and D5 will
be added to the Cosmetic Ingredient Hotlist to prevent future use in cosmetics. To further limit the amount 
of D4 and D5 that is released to the environment, the Canadian government is proposing regulations to
set a concentration limit for D4 and D5 in products. 

Intertek is a leading consumer product testing, inspection and certification services provider. With state-of-
the-art equipment and professionally trained laboratory technicians, Intertek offers a full set of safety
assessment services for cosmetic products. Through extensive experience that we have acquired over the
years, Intertek has an established reputation as a leader in the field. 
 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Yandy Pak at Tel: (852) 2173-8644 / 
Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com 


