
SPARKLE Volume 424 / 10 February 2009 

Toy Business updates in Australia and India 

India
Indian Government has announced on Jan 23, 2009 to ban import of toys from China for six months
immediately until further notice. This restriction was issued in hurry without official reason. According to
the media reports, the ban was imposed following government’s concern over the safety standards of
Chinese-made products and may be in response to the deluge of imported Chinese toys laced with high
levels of lead in 2007.  

This is the other trade restriction imposed by Indian government after the ban on the import of milk and
milk products from China.  

Australia
Australian government published new requirements on lead and certain elements in children’s toys on Feb
2, 2009. The new requirements will replace the current Trade Practices Act ban on lead in toys which was
implemented in 2007 owning to the large numbers of toys recall case because of the excessive lead
content.  

However, the current Customs Regulations about Prohibited Products on migrateable lead and certain
other elements in imported toys or playthings, money boxes, pencils and paint brushes, erasers
resembling food in scent and appearance will remain in effect. 

Highlight of the requirements - On and after January 1, 2010: 

Finger paints for children shall comply with clause 4.4 of Australian Standard AS 8124.7-2003,
Safety of toys Part 7 - Finger paints. (equivalent to EN71-7) 
Other toys for children shall comply with Australian/New Zealand Standard AS/NZS ISO
8124.3:2003, Safety of toys Part 3 - Migration of certain elements with variations. (equivalent to
EN71-3) 

The definition of Children’s Toys 
Children’s toys are defined as products that designed or clearly intended for use in play by children except
sporting goods, camping goods, bicycles, home and public playground equipment, trampolines, electronic
game units, models powered by combustion or steam engines and fashion jewelry for children. 

The Solution: 
Intertek is a leading non-governmental independent third-party laboratory qualified to perform an
extensive range of product safety tests and to issue internationally recognized reports. Our global network
caters to every part of the world and provides convenience no matter where you are. At Intertek, our
business philosophy is simple; we go where our clients require us to go and utilize our vast resources and
expertise in ensuring that their needs are fulfilled. 

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Yandy Pak at Tel: (852) 2173-8644 / Fax
to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com.
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