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California State to Enforce Phthalate Requirements 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Attorney General of California has sent a letter to Cheryl A. Falvey, the General Counsel of CPSC, to 
explain the position on the applicability of California’s phthalate limits on toys and child care articles.  

The Challenge: 
 
Under Assembly Bill 1108 (California’s phthalate requirements), as of January 1, 2009, it will be illegal to
sell, distribute, or manufacture toys and child care articles in California with greater than 0.1 percent of
the six specified phthalates (which are the same as those restricted by the CPSIA), regardless of when
or where the products were manufactured. This California requirement is not preempted or otherwise
affected by the CPSIA phthalate prohibition for the following reasons: 
 

 AB 1108 applies to a broader category of products as compared to that of the CPSIA; 
 CPSIA limits child care articles to those intended for children age 3 or younger, while AB 1108

does not define the age grade; 
 CPSIA has a specific definition of what “can be placed in the mouth”, while AB 1108 does not. 

 
The requirements of Proposition 65, AB 1108, and CPSIA on products containing phthalates will all
coexist simultaneously.  

Reference: 
 
For more information on the California’s phthalate requirements, please refer to Sparkle Vol. 311. 
For more information on the Federal CPSIA phthalate requirements, please refer to Sparkle Vol. 411. 
For more information on the phthalate requirements under the Proposition 65 settlement, please refer to Sparkle Vol.
416. 

The Solution: 
 
Besides being a leading non-governmental independent third-party laboratory qualified to perform an
extensive range of product safety tests and to issue internationally recognized reports, Intertek is also
the leading solutions provider in non-phthalates compliance. To better prepare our valued clients in
complying with the increasing phthalates restrictions globally, Intertek is not only equipped with
numerous state-of-the-art equipment, but our global network also caters to every part of the world and
provides convenience no matter where you are. At Intertek, our business philosophy is simple; we go
where our clients require us to go and utilize our vast resources and expertise in ensuring that their
needs are fulfilled. 
 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Yandy Pak at Tel: (852) 2173-8644
/ Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com 


