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3 Bills Approved in California 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Governor of the state of California signed to approve a bill on September 29, 2008 which authorized
the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to take specified measures to enforce compliance
with existing prohibitions of lead in jewelry and of packaging containing regulated metals (e.g., lead,
mercury, cadmium, or hexavalent chromium). 

Changes in definition of “jewelry”: 

1. Amended 25214.1(h)(1)(H): changed from "Decorated hair accessories" to "Hair accessory". 
2. Added 25214.1(h)(1)(N): "Jewelry placed in the mouth for display or ornament". 
3. Added 25214.1(i)(3): A charm, bead, chain, link, pendant, or other attachment to shoes or

clothing that can be removed and may be used as a component of an ornament specified in
paragraph (1). 

4. Added 25214.1(i)(4): A watch in which a timepiece is a component of an ornament specified in
paragraph (1), excluding the timepiece itself if the timepiece can be removed from the ornament. 

For Lead in Jewelry: 
 
The act expands the testing protocols and requires that the test methods selected be those that best
demonstrate they can achieve total digestion of the sample material being analyzed. Test methods would
be prohibited from use if they are inconsistent with the specified application of the test method or do not
demonstrate the best performance or proficiency for achieving total digestion of the sample material. The
act also revises the definition of "jewelry" for purposes of those prohibitions and additionally prohibits a
person from offering for promotional purposes jewelry, including children's jewelry, body piercing jewelry,
and jewelry placed in the mouth for display or ornament, for retail sale or promotional purposes in the
state unless it is made entirely from the specified materials. 

For Packaging: 
 
The act revises the definitions of "package" and exempts a person who offers for retail sale or
promotional purposes a product in a package or a packaging component from administrative or civil
penalties if the person makes a specified demonstration. 

Changes in definition of “package”: 

"Package" does not include a reusable bag, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 42250 of the Public
Resources Code. ["Reusable bag" means either of the following:   (1) A bag made of cloth or other
machine washable fabric that has handles. (2) A durable plastic bag with handles that is at least 2.25 mils
thick and is specifically designed and manufactured for multiple reuse.] 
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The Solution: 
 
Intertek is a leading non-governmental independent third-party laboratory qualified to perform an
extensive range of product safety tests and to issue internationally recognized reports. Our global
network caters to every part of the world and provides convenience no matter where you are. At Intertek,
our business philosophy is simple; we go where our clients require us to go and utilize our vast resources
and expertise in ensuring that their needs are fulfilled. 
 
Partnership with Intertek brings increased value to your product and process, and ultimately paves the
way for success in the marketplace. 
 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Yoyo Chui at Tel: (852) 2173-8644  /
Mr. Gavin Lee at Tel: (852) 2173-8630 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com 

Two other bills were also signed to reduce or eliminate hazardous chemicals in consumer 
products and the environment: 
  

1.    AB 1879 
a) By January 1, 2011, the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is authorized to

develop regulations that create a process to identify and prioritize those chemicals or chemical
ingredients in consumer products that may be considered as being a chemical of concern and
to create methods for analyzing alternatives to existing hazardous chemicals. DTSC may take
certain actions following an assessment that range from "no action" to "restrictions or bans."  

 
b) The new act also establishes a Green Ribbon Science Panel made up of experts to provide

advice on scientific matters, chemical policy recommendations and implementation strategies,
as well as ensuring implementation efforts which are based on a strong scientific foundation.
Moreover, it expands the role of the Environmental Policy Council, made up of the heads of all
California Environmental Protection Agency boards and departments, to oversee critical
activities related to the implementation of the green chemistry program. 

  
2. SB 509 

By January 1, 2012, the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) shall establish an
online (web-based database) "Toxics Information Clearinghouse" for the collection, maintenance,
distribution of specific chemical hazard traits and environmental and toxicological end-point data, to
increase consumer knowledge about the toxicity and hazards of thousands of chemicals used in
California every day.  


