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New York Proposes a Bill to Amend the Environmental Conservation Law 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The state of New York of the USA proposes a bill to amend the Environmental Conservation Law to make
button batteries subject to (i) the requirements of mercury-added consumer products; (ii) the reduction of
the levels of toxic substances in packaging and packaging components. Under the existing law, mercury-
added consumer products do not include "button batteries". Thus, button batteries are exempted from the
management and disposal requirements.  

The Solution: 
 
Intertek is a leading non-governmental independent third-party laboratory qualified to perform an
extensive range of product safety tests and to issue internationally recognized reports. Our global
network caters to every part of the world and provides convenience no matter where you are. At Intertek,
our business philosophy is simple; we go where our clients require us to go and utilize our vast
resources and expertise in ensuring that their needs are fulfilled. 
 
Partnership with Intertek brings increased value to your product and process, and ultimately paves the
way for success in the marketplace. 
 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Yoyo Chui at Tel: (852) 2173-8644  /
Mr. Michael Chan at Tel: (852) 2173-8639 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email:
intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com 

The Challenge: 

1. No elemental mercury or mercury compounds shall be intentionally added into button batteries; 
 

2. The exemption for the definition of mercury-added novelty consumer product is removed; that 
means items of practical jokes, figurines, adornments, toys, games, cards, ornaments, yard
statues & figures, candles, jewelry, holiday decorations, items of apparel and footwear, which
contain removable batteries as the only mercury source, will also be prohibited; 

 
3. Package or packaging component (inks, dyes, pigments, adhesives, stabilizers or any other

additives) which has been intentionally introduced any lead, cadmium, mercury or hexavalent
chromium as an element during manufacturing or distribution shall be prohibited. However, the
sum (0.01%) of the concentration levels of lead, cadmium, mercury or hexavalent chromium
present in any package or packaging component for holding a product remains unchanged.


