
SPARKLE Volume 372 / 30 May 2008 

Maryland Prohibits Lead-containing Children’s Products

The State of Maryland of the USA has approved an act to prohibit the manufacture, sale, offer for sale,
importation, or distribution of certain lead-containing children's products, which are marketed or
foreseeable for use by a child under the age of 6 years, that contain lead in concentrations exceeding
0.06% or the standard established under Federal Law regarding the permissible level of lead.  

The prohibition includes products such as: 

(1) Accessories and jewelry; 
(2) Clothing; 
(3) Decorative objects; 
(4) Furniture; 
(5) Lunch boxes and eating utensils; 
(6) Toys; and 
(7) Any other item specified by the department in regulation. 

The act does not apply to foodstuff or any electronic device that contains lead unless the Secretary
determines that there is a significant risk a child could be exposed to the lead contained in the device
during normal use. The act shall take effect July 1, 2008.

The act requires a manufacturer of a children's product to test whether the product is a lead-containing
product by using an independent, accredited third-party testing entity which makes Maryland the first state
in the US requiring third-party testing on children’s products. 

The manufacturer has to also issue a certificate to certify that the product is not a lead-containing product
and send a copy to the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) or any person on request, and
must ensure that the certificate is transmitted with the product to any distributor or retailer. In addition,
retailers shall maintain the copy of the certificate and provide to MDE or any person upon request.

The Solution: 

Intertek, an internationally accredited third-party laboratory, offers an extensive variety of solutions and
services to a wide range of industries. We have earned the confidence of our clients with consistent
professionalism and accuracy in our testing services. Dedicated to Total Customer Focus, Intertek is
always ready to offer any assistance in protecting our clients’ most important assets - brand and
reputation. 

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Mr. Stephen Lim at Tel: (852) 2173-8624 /
Ms. Denise Chan at Tel: (852) 2173-8770 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com
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