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Intertek Acquires Notified Body Status for Buoyancy Aids

Buoyancy aids, as the name imply, provide buoyancy to the user. Typically most of these products are
designed for children therefore checking the safety of these products is of utmost importance and involves
a variety of testing and also CE marking. EN13138 is an EU standard covering the safety requirements for
buoyancy aids for use while learning to swim. 

The Solution: 

Besides the capability of testing to EN13138, Intertek is pleased to announce that we have acquired the
Notified Body status for buoyancy aids. Intertek can now carry out Type Examinations for buoyancy aids
and certify it.  

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Carol Ng at Tel: (852) 2173-8630 / Mr.
Stephen Lim at Tel: (852) 2173-8624 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com

The Challenge: 

EN13138 part 1 covers any item worn on or attached to the body. Such products include swimming vests,
arm bands, backpacks, collars, chest belts and swim rings, etc. Other than swim rings, these buoyancy
aids are considered as Category 2 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).

Multiple tests which include buoyancy, fit for use, overall mechanical strength, heavy metals as well as
labeling evaluation are carried out to ensure compliance to EN13138 part 1. Besides testing,
manufacturers must also apply for a Type Examination by a Notified Body in order to have their products
CE marked before placing on the market in the EU. 
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