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                                  EU Warning for Magnetic Toys   

 
 
 From 21 July 2008, EU Decision 2008/329/EC requires that certain magnetic toys shall display the 

following warning: 

“Warning!  This toy contains magnets or magnetic components.  Magnets sticking together or 
becoming attached to a metallic object inside the human body can cause serious or fatal injury.  
Seek immediate medical help if magnets are swallowed or inhaled.” 

Equivalent, easily understood wording which covers the same content is permitted. 

The warning is required for all toys that include one or more magnetic small parts (as received or after 
abuse testing).  It may be placed on the packaging or the toy and must be clearly visible, legible and 
conspicuous to the consumer at the point of purchase. 
 
Magnetic toys covered by this Decision that are already on the EU market or still in the supply chain 
without an adequate magnets warning must be over-labelled by 21 July 2008.  Non-compliant toys could 
be withdrawn from the market by the Member States’ enforcement authorities. 

This Decision is an emergency measure made under the General Product Safety Directive 2001/95/EC, 
remaining in force until 21 April 2009, but can be renewed.  It is only an interim measure until the new EN 
71 requirements for magnetic toys have been published.  CEN has been set a target date of May 2009 for 
this work, under a mandate from the EU Commission.  Decision 2008/329/EC (OJ L 114, 26.4.2008, p. 90) 
can be downloaded from the Official Journal website at: 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:114:0090:0093:EN:PDF 
 
Should you have any queries on the above information, please contact: Richard Smith, 
tel: +44 (0)116 263 9620 / fax: +44 (0)116 282 4586 / e-mail: richard.smith@intertek.com 

This Decision applies to magnets and magnetic components that are “accessible to children”.  Unlike the 
similar EN 71-1 term, accessible to children is defined as “loose or able of becoming detached from the 
toy under normal or reasonably foreseeable conditions of use by children, even if originally contained, 
encapsulated, recessed or collared in the toy”.  No tests are defined, so any toys which release magnetic 
small parts during the abuse tests in clause 5 of EN 71-1 would require this labelling.  Hence, magnetic 
toys intended for children over 3 years of age would be subject to the EN 71-1 clause 5 abuse tests. 
 
Also, in the absence of a minimum magnetic flux index, all magnetic small parts (e.g. weak magnets 
used in travel games) will be covered. 
 
Concerns over magnets have increased recently, with several toys containing strong magnets being 
recalled since 2006.  A number of magnet swallowing incidents are known, including one US fatality. 
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