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Four States in the US Propose Bills Pertaining to the Restriction of 
Toxic Substances or Chemicals in Toys and Child Care Articles

The states of Kentucky, Tennessee, Nebraska, and Washington of the USA have introduced bills pertaining
to the restrictions of use of toxic substances, chemicals and certain phthalates. 

Kentucky 

The bill, once approved, will become law 90 days after the Legislature adjourns: 

Any items used by or intended to be chewable by children under the age of 7, including but not limited to
clothing, accessories, jewelry, decorative objects, edible items, candy, food, dietary supplements, toys,
children's furniture, or other articles that contain paint or any lead-bearing substance containing more
than 0.06% lead by weight of the nonvolatile content shall not be sold unless proper application and
documentation are made to the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and the cabinet determines that
no health hazard or danger to children exists from the intended use.

Tennessee 

Once approved, on or after July 1, 2008: 

1. Manufacturers are required to disclose all safety testing methods before the sale of the toy if
any part of it is produced in China;  

2. No person shall use or apply a toxic substance in or on any toy or child care article;  
3. No person shall sell, offer for sale, or transfer a toy or child care article that contains a toxic 

substance. 

Notes:

"Child care article" means a product for use by children aged 7 and under, designed or intended by
the manufacturer to facilitate the sleep, relaxation, or feeding of children or to help children with 
sucking or teething. 

“Toxic substance” means a substance that contains lead, or a coating on an item that contains lead,
and the lead content is more than 0.06% of the total weight and does not include glass or crystal
decorative components. 

The requirements do not apply to the sale of a collectible toy.
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Nebraska 

The bill, once approved, will become law 3 months after the Legislature adjourns: 

1. No person shall use or apply a toxic substance in or on any toy or child care article;  
2. No person shall sell, offer for sale, or transfer a toy or child care article that contains a toxic

substance. 

Notes:

"Child care article" means a product for use by children aged 7 and under, designed or intended by the
manufacturer to facilitate the sleep, relaxation, or feeding of children or to help children with sucking or
teething.

“Toxic substance” means a substance that contains lead, or a coating on an item that contains lead,
and the lead content is more than 0.06% of the total weight and does not include glass or crystal
decorative components.

Washington 

On or after January 1, 2009, no person may manufacture, knowingly sell, offer for sale, distribute for
sale, or distribute for use in this state a children's product or product component that contains lead or
cadmium at more than 0.004% by weight. 

Children's product includes toys, child care articles (clothing inclusive), child car seats, cosmetics
(excluding soap) and children jewelry for children aged 12 and under. 

On or after January 1, 2009, the authority will identify and report "High Priority Chemicals" that are of
high concern for children. Manufacturers shall notify the department if the product contains a high priority
chemical.

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Christina Lin at Tel: (852) 2173-8644 /
Mr. Stephen Lim at Tel: (852) 2173-8624 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: intertek.tfh.info@intertek.com
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