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The State of Alaska proposes to ban products 
containing certain Flame Retardants

The State of Alaska of the USA proposes a bill to ban the manufacture, sale, distribution, or use of a
product containing certain flame retardants. If passed, as of January 1, 2009, a person may not
manufacture, sell, or distribute (with exemptions*):

1. a product that contains more than 0.1% by mass of PentaBDE, OctaBDE, or a combination of
PentaBDE and OctaBDE;  

2. a mattress, a mattress pad, or upholstered furniture if the mattress, mattress pad, or
upholstered furniture has a textile component containing more than 0.1% by mass of DecaBDE; 

3. an electronic product having a plastic housing that contains more than 0.1% by mass of
DecaBDE;  

4. a mattress, mattress pad, or upholstered furniture containing plastic fibers, or an electronic
product that has a plastic housing, containing any other flame retardants if
the authorities determine that:  

o the flame retardant is harmful to the public health or the environment; and  
o an alternative to the flame retardant exists, is safer for the public health or the

environment, and is available on a nationwide basis. 

For the purpose of the bill: 

“Electronic product” means a television, a computer, or another piece of electronic equipment. 
“Flame retardant” means a chemical that is added to plastics, foam, or textiles to inhibit flame formation.

*Exemptions: 

1. A transportation vehicle or a product or part used in a transportation vehicle or transportation
equipment; 

2. A product or equipment used in an industrial, mining, or manufacturing process; 
3. Electronic wiring or cable used for power transmission; 
4. A used item that is resold; 
5. A new item that is brought into the state before the effective date of this section. 
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