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California Proposition 65 Settlements Update: 
Requirements on Artists’ Materials 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposition 65, the Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986, was enacted in November
1986. The Proposition was intended to protect consumers from chemicals known to cause cancer, birth
defects or other reproductive harm by requesting businesses to provide clear and reasonable warning on
such possible exposure scenarios. A citizen enforcer, Public Media Center (PMC) has settled a consent
agreement with manufacturers and distributors of art materials, such as artists’ paints and pigments
(Covered Products) that allegedly expose consumers to the Prop 65-listed chemicals. 

Examples of the Settlement: 
 
1. For Covered Products containing cadmium at concentrations of 2.5 ppm and above and which are

paints, a warning is required and shall state: 
 

WARNING: DO NOT SPRAY APPLY - This product 
contains cadmium a chemical known to the State of 
California to cause cancer by means of inhalation. 

 
2. For Covered Products containing lead at concentrations of 12.5 ppm and above and which are

either paints or pigments, a warning is required and shall state: 
 

WARNING: This product contains lead, a chemical 
known to the State of California to cause cancer and birth 
defects or other reproductive harm. 
 

For other requirements on these Covered Products, please contact your nearest Intertek office. 

The Solution: 
 
Intertek is a leading international provider of quality and safety services to a wide range of global and
local industries. And with the timely acquisition of Ageus Solutions, Intertek Ageus Solutions now offers
more Proposition 65 solutions than ever. We provide a detailed analysis of a company’s products and its
potential Proposition 65 exposure, review and provide recommendations for managing risk. 

 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Mr. Stephen Lim at Tel: (852) 2173-8624 /
Ms. Christina Lin at Tel: (852) 2173-8644 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: enquiry@intertek.com 


