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USA - Action Plan for Import Safety 

 
 
 
 
 

The President of US has issued an Executive Order to establish an interagency working group to provide
recommendations to the President on the matters of import safety. On November 6, 2007, the working
group issued an "Action Plan for Import Safety" of which contains 14 recommendations and 50 action
steps that provide a roadmap for continual improvement for better protection. The report recommended
changes to the strategy to ensure the import safety by ensuring the food and consumer products meet the
US standards before they leave their home countries.  

Here are the recommendations: 

1. Create new and strengthen existing safety standards;  
2. Verify compliance of foreign producers with United States safety and security standards

through certification;  
3. Promote good importer practices;  
4. Strengthen penalties and take strong enforcement actions to ensure accountability;  
5. Make product safety an important principle of diplomatic relationships with foreign countries

and increase the profile of relevant foreign assistance activities;  
6. Harmonize federal government procedures and requirements for processing import shipments; 
7. Complete a single-window interface for the Intra-agency, Interagency and Private-sector

exchange of import data;  
8. Create an interactive import-safety information network;  
9. Expand laboratory capacity and develop rapid test methods for swift identification of hazards;  
10. Strengthen protection of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) to enhance consumer safety;  
11. Maximize the effectiveness of product recalls;  
12. Maximize Federal-State collaboration;  
13. Expedite consumer notification of product recalls;  
14. Expand the use of electronic Track-and-Trace technologies.

In addition to these import safety measures, the Food and Drug Administration unveiled a Food Protection
Plan on the same day. The plan addressed both imported and domestically produced food by identifying
risks all along the food supply chain. A key feature of both "Action Plan for Import Safety" and "Food
Protection Plan" is a recommendation that the FDA be granted new authority to recall unsafe food
products. Specifically, the FDA would be empowered to order a recall when a company refuses to recall
their product voluntarily, or moves too slowly in removing the unsafe product from the market. 
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The Solution: 
 
Intertek is a leading accredited independent laboratory qualified to perform an extensive range of
product safety tests and issue internationally recognized reports. Our global network caters to every part
of the world and provides convenience no matter where you are. At Intertek, our business philosophy is
simple; we go where our clients require us to go and utilize our vast resources and expertise in ensuring
that their needs are fulfilled. 
 
Partnership with Intertek brings increased value to your product and process, and ultimately paves the
way for success in the marketplace. 
 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Christina Lin at Tel: (852) 2173-8644
/ Ms. Carol Ng at Tel: (852) 2173-8630 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: enquiry@intertek.com  
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