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Restrictions on importing toys into Australia 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The importation of toys coated with a material containing excessive levels of lead or other heavy metals
is restricted under the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956. It is prohibited to import toys
coated with a material (eg. paint, lacquer, etc.) that contains lead or other heavy metals in excess of the
following levels: 
 

90mg/kg of lead; or 
25 mg/kg of arsenic; or 
60 mg/kg of antimony; or 
75 mg/kg of cadmium; or 
500 mg/kg of selenium; or 
60 mg/kg of mercury; or 
60 mg/kg of chromium; or 
1,000 mg/kg of barium 

The import restriction under the "Regulations" applies to the material coating of toys.  It does not extend to
accessible materials if those materials are not material coating. Products imported from outside Australia
are advised to comply with both "Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956" which covers material
coating and the “Temporary Ban” which covers accessible materials (please refer to Sparkle Vol. 303 for
details) imposed by the ACCC under the Trade Practices Act 1974. 

Importers will need to present a test report from a laboratory that is accredited by its National Accreditation
Organisation to perform such testing. This organisation must be a member of the International Laboratory
Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC). Customs will draw samples of the toys for testing by a laboratory that is
accredited by the National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) - the National Accreditation
Organisation in Australia. The importer is liable for any costs incurred in relation to the testing and storage
of imported toys. 

The Solution: 
 
Intertek is a leading accredited independent laboratory qualified to perform an extensive range of product
safety tests and issue internationally recognized reports. Dedicated to Total Customer Focus, Intertek is
built on a solid foundation resulting from years of experience, research and product evaluation. 
 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Christina Lin at Tel: (852) 2173-8644 /
Ms. Carol Ng at Tel: (852) 2173-8630 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: enquiry@intertek.com  

  E-mail: consumergoods@intertek.com 
Disclaimer 
Intertek Testing Services made all reasonable efforts to ensure the accuracy of the information.  However, the information provided should not be relied upon as 
legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice.  The reader should exercise his own care and judgment before relying on this information in any 
important matter. 
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