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Australia - Proposes new
Product Safety Framework (PSF) 

Standards Australia launched a new Product Safety Framework (PSF) pilot for 
nursery products with a focus on furniture (eg. cribs, 
changing tables, toddler beds, etc). The Framework 
(PSF) identifies risks and provides guidance on how to 
manage them. 

Background
There are two main approaches to product standards: 

• The vertical approach - Standards related to specific product classes. This is the traditional method 
of developing product safety standards. It is simple, can be easily applied, and effective. However 
producing these standards are time consuming and may only address a small number of products. 

• The horizontal approach - Standards based on a risk assessment and modular hazard controls; 
these can be applied to multiple products. This is the approach used by the PSF. It is fast, can be 
easily updated, and can potentially apply to all products. However it is still unproven in product 
standardisation. 

However, PSF does not intend to replace the existing system of vertical standards, rather the intention is to 
enhance and speed the process for creating vertical standards and offer guidance on safety for those 
products that do not have an existing vertical standard available. 

Highlight
According to PSF, it emphasises that if there is an existing national or international standard, that standard 
should be used to identify the safety requirements for a product. If there are no existing standards, a risk 
analysis should be conducted. PSF can be used as a tool for retailers to specify product requirements to 
manufacturers. Finally a self, 2nd or 3rd party validation would be carried out to validate compliance of the 
product to the PSF. 

Intertek offers nursery and juvenile product testing services according to more than 30 different standards 
covering around 14 categories of products. Additionally, Intertek has also obtained accreditation from the 
Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association, Inc. (JPMA) which fully demonstrates our competence in 
nursery and juvenile product testing.

Should   you   have   any   query   on  the  above  news,  please  contact   Ms.  Christina  Lin   at   Tel:  (852)  
2173-8644  /  Ms. Carol Ng  at  Tel:  (852)  2173-8630  /  Fax to  (852) 2785-8570  /  Email: 
enquiry@intertek.com
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