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SPARKLE
EU Bans Red 2G in Sausages & Burgers 

From 28 July 2007 breakfast sausages and burger meat containing the colour Red 2G (E 128, CI 18050) 
were banned from being placed on the EU market or imported into the EU, by the emergency Commission 
Regulation (EC) No 884/20071.  Under the EEA2 Agreement, this ban also applies in Norway, Iceland and 
Liechtenstein. 

Breakfast sausages and burger meat containing Red 2G that were placed on the EU market before 28 July 
2007 may be sold until their use by date or date of minimum durability.  Similarly, imported breakfast 
sausages and burger meat containing Red 2G may still be sold in the EU only if it can be proved that they 
were despatched from a third country (outside of the EU) and already en route to the EU before 28 July 
2007.

This ban follows a safety re-assessment3 of Red 2G by the AFC Panel4 of the European Food Standards 
Agency (EFSA).  Red 2G is an azo dye which readily breaks down in the gut to release aniline, an aromatic 
amine.  Aniline causes genetic mutations as well as cancer in rodents, and a suspected link between the 
two.  A report by the European Chemicals Bureau5 raised concerns that aniline may lead to cancer in 
humans in a similar way, such that Red 2G is no longer considered safe for use as a food colour.  These EU 
measures follow earlier bans on the use of Red 2G as a food colour in the US, Canada, Japan and 
Australia. 

The re-assessment of Red 2G is the first in the EFSA’s program to review all EU permitted food additives, 
for which food colours have been given priority. 

Formerly, Red 2G, also known as Acid Red 1 or Food Red 106, was only permitted in the EU as a food 
colour for certain breakfast sausages and burger meat7.  It was used to give a red/pink colour to the meat 
which then turned brown on heating. 

Should you have any queries on the above information, please contact: 
Richard Smith, tel: +44 (0)116 263 9620 / fax: +44 (0)116 282 4586 / e-mail: richard.smith@intertek.com

1 OJ L 195, 27.7.2007, p.8.   http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/l_195/l_19520070727en00080009.pdf
2 European Economic Area Agreement, under which certain EU Directives are adopted by Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein as if they
  were EU Member States. 
3 EFSA (2007). Opinion of the Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing aids and Materials in contact with Food
  (AFC) on re-evaluation of food colours Red 2G (E 128).   http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/science/afc/afc_opinions/ej515_red2g.html
4 European Food Standards Agency’s Scientific Panel on food additives, flavourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food. 
5 ECB, 2004, European Chemicals Bureau, Institute for Health and Consumer Protection. European Union Risk Assessment Report on 
  Aniline. Volume 50.  http://ecb.jrc.it/DOCUMENTS/Existing-Chemicals/RISK_ASSESSMENT/REPORT/anilinereport049.pdf
6 Other names include Amidonaphthol red G, azogeranine, azophloxine, or azofloxin. 
7 Breakfast sausages with a minimum cereal content of 6 % and burger meat with a minimum cereal content of 4 %, at maximum levels
  of 20 mg/kg in each type of food. 
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