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Canada proposes a bill of 
"The Phthalate Control Act" 

Canada proposes a bill requiring the Minister of Health to include the bis(2-ethylhexyl) 
phthalate (DEHP) requirement of cosmetics in the Food and Drug Regulations and 
restricting the use of DEHP in products being brought into contact with the mouth of a 
child of less than three years of age. A product is not considered to contain DEHP if the 
amount of that phthalate in the product is less than 0.1% of the product's mass. 

The bill also requires the labeling of medical devices that contain DEHP and the authority 
to prepare a list of medical devices that do not contain DEHP that are sold in or imported 
into Canada.  

Additionally, the Minister of Environment shall assess the exposure of benzyl butyl 
phthalate (BBP) and dibutyl phthalate (DBP) through the use of consumer products, 
including cosmetics. There are no proposed restrictions on these phthalates yet. 

Many phthalates are known for their adverse effects on human health. Since 2007, there 
were a total of nine recalls, pertaining to the detection of dibutyl phthalate (DBP) in 
cosmetics from EU countries (including Estonia, Finland, The Netherlands and Cyrpus). 

Being one of the leading international consumer product testing, inspection and 
certification services provider in the world, Intertek offers comprehensive one-stop 
solutions to our clients in non-phthalates compliance. We have since earned the 
confidence of many of our clients through competent testing and by providing professional 
technical advice, thereby reinforcing our worldwide reputation as a proficient laboratory.

Should  you   have  any  query  on  the  above  news,  please   contact   Mr.  Stephen  Lim  
at  Tel:  (852)  2173-8624  /  Ms. Christina  Lin  at  Tel:  (852)  2173-8644  /  Fax to  (852) 
2785-8570  /  Email: enquiry@intertek.com

SPARKLE

Asia Pacific - 2/F, Garment Centre, 576 Castle Peak Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong, Tel: +852 2173 8888 Fax: +852 2786 1903 
North America - 2107 Swift Dr., Ste 200, Oak Brook, IL 60623, Tel: +1 630 481 3111 Fax: +1 630 481 3101 

Latin America - 8300 N.W. 53rd Street, Suite 400, Miami, FL 33166, Tel: +1 305 513 3000 Fax: +1 305 513 2856 
Europe, Africa, Middle East - ECOPARC 2, 27400, Heudebouville, France, Tel: +33 2 32 09 36 36 Fax: +33 2 32 09 36 59 

Web: www.intertek.com/consumergoods  E-mail: consumergoods@intertek.com 
Disclaimer 
Intertek made all reasonable efforts to ensure the accuracy of the information.  However, the information provided should not be relied upon as legal 
advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice. The reader should exercise his own care and judgment before relying on this information in any 
important matter. 
 
Copyright © 2007 Intertek Group. All Rights Reserved. 

 


