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ASTM F963-07 Published
ASTM F963-07 Standard Consumer Safety Specification for Toy Safety has just been 
published and the version of ASTM F963-03 was superseded accordingly. The major 
changes of the revision cover Sound Producing Toys, Packaging Film, Cords, Straps 
& Elastics, Hemispheric Shape Objects, Yo-Yo Elastic Tether Toys and Magnet. 

Here’s the highlight of the new requirements: 

Sound Producing Toys 
These sections have been totally replaced by a new set of requirements and a new test 
procedure. It is now more closely harmonized with the EN71-1 approach. 

Packaging Film
The purpose of this section is to minimize the potential of asphyxiation hazards that may 
be caused by thin packaging film, including sheets and bags. There are no changes in the 
thickness requirements; however an additional requirement is added that allows for thin 
packaging film to be perforated with defined holes.  

Cords, Straps & Elastics,
New definitions of strap and “tangle to form a loop” added to clarify and explain the test 
method. A new hook test fixture has been introduced to test elastic loops using the head 
probe. A new test method has also been added for testing loops larger than the base of 
the head probe that utilize a breakaway feature. 

Hemispheric Shaped Objects 
Change the measurement of minor and major outer diameter to inner dimensions, since 
the inner dimensions measurement is found to be the critical element in determining 
whether or not a “cupped” shaped object has the potential to fit a child’s face and create a 
vacuum. 
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Yo-Yo Elastic Tether Toys
The Consumer Product Safety Commission has received complaints about kids injuring 
their ears, cheeks, heads and necks or exposing to a potential risk of strangulation. To 
address the hazards of Yo-Yo elastic tether toys, a new requirement has been added that 
the toy shall not stretch more than 20 inches (50 cm) when measured while rotating at 80 
rpm.

Magnet
To address the recent incidents of magnet ingestion resulting in serious injury or death by 
identifying magnets or magnetic components that can be readily swallowed, toys 
containing loose, hazardous magnets or magnetic components that have a flux index of 
50 or greater and a specific shape and size shall carry safety labeling on their packaging 
or instructions. The labeling shall consist of the word “WARNING” and contain the 
following text or equivalent text: 

WARNING : This product contains small magnet(s). Swallowed magnets can stick 
together across intestines causing serious infections and death. Seek immediate medical 
attention if magnet(s) are swallowed or inhaled. 

Additionally, a new test method has been added to determine the magnetic flux index 
utilizing a flux density measuring apparatus. 

Intertek is the leading solutions provider in ASTM compliance. To better prepare our 
valued clients in complying with the new requirements as outlined in ASTM F963-07, 
Intertek is adequately equipped with new test fixtures and apparatus, and with the 
professional know-how in testing and verification, we instill “piece of mind” for your 
company and more importantly, your end consumer. 

Should     you     have    any     query    on     the    above     news,    please    contact    
Mr.   Stephen    Lim    at    Tel:   (852)  2173-8624   /   Ms.   Christina    Lin    at    Tel:  
(852)  2173-8644  /  Fax to  (852)  2785-8570  /  Email: enquiry@intertek.com
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