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SPARKLE
New EU Requirements for Toy Tea Set Cups 

In the European Union, toy tea set cups and other hollow hemispheric toys intended for drinking now require 
an EC type-examination to demonstrate their compliance with the essential safety requirements of the Toy 
Safety Directive following Decision 2007/184/EC1.  These types of toys are currently exempt from the 
requirements for hemispheric toys in EN 71-1.  An EC type-examination must be performed by a Notified 
Body under the Directive, such as the Intertek Consumer Goods laboratories in the UK and France. 

This Decision follows an official objection to the Commission by the French authorities.  Their concern is that 
EN 71-1 does not address the suffocation hazard posed by hemispheric toys intended for drinking because 
of this exemption.  These types of hemispheric toys are considered most likely to be placed over the mouth. 

Hollow hemispheric cup/bowl/half-egg-shaped toys pose a suffocation hazard to a child under 36 months of 
age, if they can fit over the nose and mouth and form an airtight seal.  This suffocation hazard was 
addressed by amendment A10 to EN 71 1:1998, published by CEN in October 2004, based on the earlier 
US criteria in ASTM F 963-03. 

Objects intended for drinking (e.g. toy tea set cups) were granted an exemption from these requirements, 
having not been found in relevant suffocation incidents2.  (Apparently in the US there has a report of a non-
fatal incident in October 2000, in which a 2½ years old child was found with a hard plastic toy cup from a toy 
tea set stuck in her mouth and nose.) 

The requirements of amendment A10:2004 to EN 71-1:1998, including the exemption, have since been 
incorporated into the consolidated and revised EN 71-1:2005, which will shortly become a harmonised 
standard under the Toy Safety Directive, when its reference is published in the EU’s Official Journal (OJ).  
Until then the 1998 version of EN 71-1, including amendment A10:2004, is harmonised under the Directive 
and offers a presumption of conformity to the essential safety requirements of the Directive. 

Decision 2007/184/EC only refers to EN 71-1:2005, requiring its forthcoming OJ reference to be 
accompanied by a note regarding the necessity of an EC type-examination for, “Cup-shaped, bowl-shaped 
or one half of an egg-shaped toys having a nearly round, oval or elliptical opening which are intended for 
drinking, such as toy tea sets...”.  However, as the current harmonised standard EN 71-1:1998, with 
amendment A10:2004, also includes the exemption, an EC type-examination will be required for exempt 
hemispheric drinking toys with immediate effect. 

Should you have any queries on the above information, please contact: 
Richard Smith, tel: +44 (0)116 263 9620 / fax: +44 (0)116 282 4586 / e-mail: richard.smith@intertek.com

1 OJ L 85, 27.3.2007, p. 7,   http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/l_085/l_08520070327en00070009.pdf
2 Suction-Type Suffocation Incidents in Infants and Toddlers, Nakamura et al, Pediatrics, Vol. 111 No. 1 January 2003, pp. e12-e16.

http://www.pediatrics.org/cgi/content/full/111/1/e12

 

Asia Pacific - 2/F, Garment Centre, 576 Castle Peak Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong, Tel: +852 2173 8888 Fax: +852 2786 1903 
North America - 2107 Swift Dr., Ste 200, Oak Brook, IL 60623, Tel: +1 630 481 3111 Fax: +1 630 481 3101 

Latin America - 8300 N.W. 53rd Street, Suite 400, Miami, FL 33166, Tel: +1 305 513 3000 Fax: +1 305 513 2856 
Europe, Africa, Middle East - ECOPARC 2, 27400, Heudebouville, France, Tel: +33 2 32 09 36 36 Fax: +33 2 32 09 36 59 

Web: www.intertek.com/consumergoods  E-mail: consumergoods@intertek.com 
Disclaimer 
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