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EU Directive on Fibre Names

Two amendments to EU Directives have been newly published.

2006/3/EC* amends Annexes I and II of Directive 96/74/EC on textile names. It adds details for a new
permitted generic �bre, (“elastomultiester”) to the list of permitted generic �bre names.

2006/2/EC** amends Annexe II of Directive 96/73/EC on certain methods for the quantitative analysis of
binary textile �bre mixtures. It de�nes uniform test methods for “polylactide” and “elastomultiester”.
EEA member states have until January 2007 to comply with these Directives

This means that 96/74/EC has now been amended a total of three times. The previous two amendments
were 2004/34/EC, which added “polylactide” as a new permitted �bre name; and 97/37/EC, which added
“cashgora”, “aramid”, “polyimide” and “lyocell” as new permitted �bre names.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

The new �bre, elastomultiester, is de�ned in the Directive as:-

Fibre formed by interaction of two or more chemically distinct linear macromolecules in two or more distinct phases (of which none exceeds
85% by mass) which contains ester groups as dominant functional unit (at least 85%) and which, after suitable treatment when stretched to
one and a half times its original length and released, recovers rapidly and substantially to its initial length.

Put simply, it is a bicomponent �bre, based on polyesters, which will stretch up to 50% and recover.

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Linda Gallagher at Tel: +44 (0) 116 263 9605
or Fax to +44 (0) 116 282 4586 or Email: enquiry@intertek.com

* OJ L5, 10th January 2006, p.14
** OJ L5, 10th January 2006, p.10
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