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USA FDA Proposes New Guidance to Further
Reduce Children’s Risk From Lead Exposure

in Certain Candy

USA FDA issues a draft guidance to further reduce children's exposure to traces of lead
present in certain candies by lowering the current guidance level of 0.5ppm to the new
guidance level of 0.1ppm of lead. However, the 0.1ppm recommended maximum lead level
is not an enforcement guideline, FDA intends to consider several factors in bringing
enforcement actions regarding lead in candy likely to be consumed frequently by small
children, including the level of lead present and the best available consumption data.

According to the draft guidance, FDA is rescinding the previous 0.5ppm guideline for
considering enforcement action against candy products. Further, FDA is reiterating its
enforcement policy toward the use of lead-based ink on candy wrappers as originally stated
in its 1995 letter* to the industry. This draft guidance is still under discussion, and a �nal
document is expected to be published in 2006

*In 1995, FDA issued a letter advising candy manufacturers, importers, and distributors of
imported candy that the agency would consider taking regulatory action against candy with
lead levels that exceeded 0.5 ppm and urging them to refrain from the use of lead-based
printing inks on candy wrappers.

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Clara Tang at Tel:
(852) 2173-8687 / Mr. Michael Yung Tel: (852) 2173-8639 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 /
Email: enquiry@intertek.com
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