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New EU Phthalates Directive Finalised
After some amendments the text of the new EU Phthalates Directive has now been agreed and is expected to 
take effect in October 2006, at the earliest.  It will ban the use of the phthalates DEHP, DBP and BBP in PVC 
and other plasticized materials in all toys and childcare articles.  Similarly, DINP, DIDP and DNOP will be 
banned in those toys and child care articles which can be placed in the mouth by children.

Childcare articles are defined by the Directive as any products intended to facilitate sleep, relaxation, hygiene, 
the feeding of children or sucking on the part of children (e.g. dummies/pacifiers, feeding teats etc).

The EU Commission is developing a guidance document to clarify which toys and childcare articles “can be 
placed in the mouth”, with publication planned (hopefully by late 2005), before the Directive takes effect.
Clearly mouth toys for all ages will now be covered, along with many toys intended for children under 36 
months, who instinctively place objects in their mouths.

Final implementation will be based on the date that the Directive is published in the EU’s Official Journal (OJ), 
but is not expected until September/October 2005.  Member States will then have to publish their national laws 
within six months (perhaps April 2006), taking effect after a further six months (12 months after publication in 
the OJ, roughly October 2006).  It will then supersede the EU’s ongoing “temporary” phthalates ban.  This 
Directive will be re-evaluated after 4 years to take into account new scientific information.

EU Phthalates Directive Requirements
Phthalates CAS Nos EINECS Nos Restrictions
bis (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate
(DEHP)

117-81-7 204-211-0

dibutyl phthalate (DBP) 84-74-2 201-557-4
benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP) 85-68-7 201-622-7

0.1 % by mass of plasticized material 
in toys and childcare articles

di-“isononyl” phthalate (DINP) 28553-12-0
68515-48-0

249-079-5
271-090-9

di-“isodecyl” phthalate (DIDP) 26761-40-0
68515-49-1

247-977-1
271-091-4

dioctyl phthalate (DNOP) 117-84-0 204-214-7

0.1 % by mass of plasticized material 
in toys and childcare articles which can 
be placed in the mouth by children.

Possible risks posed by plasticized materials used in medical devices (e.g. blood bags, tubing etc) and other 
articles will be evaluated in due course.

Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Denise Chan at Tel: (852) 2173-8770 /
Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: enquiry@intertek.com


