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The Canadian Cosmetic Regulations Amended 
 
 
The Regulations Amending the Cosmetics Regulations of Canada was published on December 1, 2004. The 
purposes of the amendments are to enhance the safety of the Canadians by providing information concerning 
the composition of cosmetics and to harmonize with other countries such as the European Union and Japan. 
The amended Cosmetic Regulations will be enforced on November 16, 2006.  A 2-year grace period was 
granted to the industry in complying with  the new requirements. 
 
 
Highlight of the major changes is as follow: 
 
Manufacturers are required to declare ingredients on the outer label of all cosmetics sold in Canada using the 
International Nomenclature for Cosmetic Ingredients (INCI) system (as found in the International Cosmetic 
Ingredient Dictionary and Handbook, Tenth Edition). 
 
Ingredients have to be listed in descending order of predominance.  Ingredients with concentration of 1% or 
less and all colouring agents (regardless of their concentration) may be listed in random order after the 
ingredients that are present at a concentration of more than 1%. 
 
For fragrance and flavour, the words “parfum” and “aroma”, respectively, may be inserted at the end of the 
list of ingredients to indicate that such ingredients have been added to the cosmetic to produce or to mask a 
particular odour or flavour. 
 
In the case of a cosmetic whose immediate container or outside package is small, and for cosmetic in an 
ornamental container that has no outside package,  the list of ingredients may appear on a tag, tape or card 
affixed to the container or package. 
 
 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Denise Chan at Tel: (852) 2173-8770 or 
Ms. Alice Ip at Tel: (852) 2173-8798 / Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: enquiry@intertek.com 


