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Proposed Revision to the EU Phthalates Restriction 
 
A revised EU phthalates Directive looks likely to be in force by the end of 2005/early 2006, superseding the 
current rolling temporary restrictions on six phthalates for toys and child care articles intended to be placed in 
the mouth by children under three years of age. 
 
The new proposals focus on the same six phthalates, but apply far more stringent and wider ranging 
restrictions.  For example, the commonly used di-“isononyl” phthalate (DINP) will be banned in all plasticized 
materials (including PVC) for toys and childcare articles intended for children under three years of age which 
can be placed in the mouth.  While awaiting official guidance from the EU Commission, this draft Directive 
would cover hand-held products along with other toys and childcare articles small and accessible enough to be 
placed in the mouth.  Particularly considering that children under three years of age will instinctively try to put 
almost anything in their mouth!!!  Similar restrictions apply to di-“isodecyl” phthalate (DIDP) and dioctyl 
phthalate (DNOP). 
 
However, bis (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP), dibutyl phthalate (DBP) and benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP) are 
effectively banned in plasticized PVC and other plasticized materials for ALL toys and child care articles 
regardless of the intended age of the children or likelihood of placement in the mouth.  The new restrictions 
are summarised in the table below. 
 
Phthalates CAS Nos EINECS Nos Restrictions 
bis (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate 
(DEHP) 

117-81-7 204-211-0 

dibutyl phthalate (DBP) 84-74-2 201-557-4 
benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP) 85-68-7 201-622-7 

0.1 % by mass of plasticized material 
in toys and childcare articles 

di-“isononyl” phthalate (DINP) 28553-12-0 
68515-48-0 

249-079-5  
271-090-9 

di-“isodecyl” phthalate (DIDP) 26761-40-0 
68515-49-1 

247-977-1 
271-091-4 

dioctyl phthalate (DNOP) 117-84-0 204-214-7 

0.1 % by mass of plasticized material 
in toys and childcare articles intended 
for children under three years of age 
and which can be placed in the mouth 
by them. 

 
The revised draft Directive was agreed by the EU’s Council of Ministers on 24 September 2004 and after 
confirmation (adoption of the Council’s common position) the next stage will be a second reading in the 
European Parliament (EP).  While the EP has powers to amend the proposal, an absolute majority would be 
required and is unlikely here.  Hence, publication of the new Directive is expected in mid-2005, with six months 
for the Member States to implement it in their national laws by end 2005/early 2006. 
 
Should you have any query on the above news, please contact Ms. Denise Chan at Tel: (852) 2173-8770 /  
Fax to (852) 2785-8570 / Email: denise.chan@intertek.com  


