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EU Restricts the Importation of Feathers from Certain 
Asian Countries 

 
Following the recent avian influenza outbreaks in the Far East, on 7 February 2004 the EU imposed restrictions 
on the importation of feathers from 9 Asian countries under Commission Decision 2004/122/EC (OJ L 36, 
7.2.2004, p. 59).  For reference these Asian countries are: Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Pakistan, The 
People's Republic of China including the territory of Hong Kong, South Korea, Thailand and Vietnam. 
 
Initially the restriction will only apply until 15 August 2004, and in any case requires implementation by each EU 
Member State to become effective, which has already taken place in the UK. 
 

• Unprocessed feathers and parts of feathers cannot be imported. 
UK exception: 

Unprocessed feathers may be imported into the UK from these countries when: 
- Accompanied by a certificate issued by the official veterinarian of the country of origin 

stating that the feathers came from birds not showing clinical signs of avian influenza; 
and 

- The importer must provide a certificate identifying the approved plant at which the 
feathers will be processed. 
This technical plant of destination must be approved to process feathers under the 
European Animal By-products Not Intended for Human Consumption Regulation (EC) 
1774/2002 and the national Animal By-Products Regulations 2003, enforced through 
separate legislation in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

 
• Processed feathers or parts of feathers shall be accompanied by a certificate issued by the official 

veterinarian of the country of origin stating that the processed feathers or parts have been treated 
with a steam current or by some other method ensuring that no pathogens are transmitted. 
Except that the following types of processed feathers do not require this certification: 

- Processed decorative feathers; 
- Processed feathers carried by travellers for their private use; 
- Consignments of processed feathers sent to private individuals for non-industrial purposes. 

 
Feathers imported from other countries or as part of a finished product (e.g. fillings for cushions, pillows, duvets 
etc) are not coved by this restriction.  Though with the current avian influenza outbreak it is advisable to seek 
confirmation of their origin and the treatment processes applied.  Ensuring that these are adequate to eliminate 
any traces of the virus. 
 
For more information, please contact our Marketing Division at Tel: (852) 2173-8236 or by Fax: (852) 2785-
7998, or on the e-mail address: carmen.pang@intertek.com  


