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ASTM F963-03 Published 
 
 
The 2003 Revisions of the Standard Consumer Safety Specification for Toy Safety ASTM F963 has been 
published and superseded the 1996aє2 edition accordingly. 
 
Major changes of the revisions included: 
 
Sound-Producing Toys (Section 4.5) 
 
These requirements are intended to minimize the possibility of hearing damage that might be caused by toys 
that are designed to produce sound. Toys shall not produce continuous sound or impulsive sounds with the 
following pressure levels, at a distance of 25cm (9.8 in.): 
 

! Handheld, Tabletop, Floor, and Crib Toys, Continuous Sound Level (LAeq) � 90 dB. 

! Close-to-the-ear Toys, Continuous Sound Level (LAeq) � 70 dB. 

! All Toys with Impact-type Impulsive Sounds, Impulsive Sound Level (LCpk) � 120 dB. 

! All toys with Explosive-type Impulsive Sounds, Impulsive Sound Level (LCpk) � 138 dB. 
 
 
Battery-Operated Toys (Section 4.25) 
 
This section has been revised to clarify the applicability of the requirements to both rechargeable and non-
rechargeable batteries. In addition, the revised language clarifies the applicability of use and abuse testing for 
battery-operated toys intended for different age groups. 
 
 
Battery-Powered Ride-On Toys (Section 4.25.10) 
 
This sub-section was newly added in Section 4.25 (Battery-operated Toys), to cover wheeled ride-on toys, not 
intended for streets or roadways, using a battery power source that is capable of delivering at least 8 amps into 
any variable resistor load for at least 1 minute. It restricted temperature limit, construction and material 
properties of circuit protection devices, switches and wiring. 
 
 
Certain Toys with Spherical Ends (Section 4.33) 
 
These requirements are intended to address a potential impaction hazard associated with certain toys 
incorporating spherical-shaped ends. Toys, having a total weight less than 1.1 lbs. (0.5 kg), intended for 
children up to the age of 18 months shall ensure their constructional designs fulfilling the supplemental test 
fixture requirements.
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Hemispheric-Shaped Objects (Section 4.37) 
 
These requirements apply to toy cup-, bowl-, 1/2 egg-shaped objects having a nearly round, oval or elliptical 
opening with the minor and major outer diameters between 2.5 in. (64 mm) and 4.0 in. (102 mm), a volume of 
less than 6.0 oz. (177 ml), a depth greater than 0.5 in. (13 mm), and intended for under 3 years of age. The 
objects must have, as a minimum, one of the following characteristics: 
 
A) Having at least 2 openings that are a minimum of 0.5 in. 

(13 mm) from the rim as measured along the outside 
contour. 

 
 
 

B) The plane of the open end of the cup shape shall be 
interrupted at the center by some type of divider that 
extends to at least 0.25 in. (6mm) from the plane of 
the opening.  

 
 
C) Having 3 openings located between 0.25 in. (6mm) and 0.5 in. (13 mm) from the rim as measured along 

the outside contour, with at least 100û apart. 
  
D) Having a repeating scalloped edge pattern around the 

entire rim. The maximum distance between peaks shall 
be 1 in. (25 mm) and the minimum depth shall be 0.25 
in. (6mm).  

 
 
 
Labeling 
 
The 2003 revisions improve the clarity and flow of Section 5 (Labeling Requirements). The information was 
redistributed among the subsections, but with its essence remained intact. 
 
One of the major changes included the formatting of safety labels. Safety labeling shall consist of an alert 
symbol (an exclamation mart within an equilateral triangle), a signal word (CAUTION or WARNING), and texts 
that describe the hazard that is present. 
 
 
In addition to the above changes, the revisions also clarified and revised the requirements on cosmetics, cords 
and elastics, and stability, etc. 
 
To ensure the compliance of your products to ASTM F963-03, please contact Fiona Koo at Tel: (852) 2173 
8773 or by Fax (852) 2785 8570 or email to fiona.koo@intertek.com 
 
 


